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eggs by spermatozoids. Asexual reproduction takes place in vari-
ous ways, including the fragmentation of the plant body and the
formation of zoospores and of aplanospores and akinetes. Aplano-
spores are thick-walled spores which are formed within a vegetative
cell and are surrounded by a wall which is distinct from that of the

FIG. 491. Stigeoclonium flagelliferum
A, branches in a fairly young stage; B, zoosporangium with zoospores; C,
zoospores; D, gametangia with gametes; E, gametes; F, fusion of gametes;
G, palmella stage.   (X 300).  After Tilden
cell in which it is contained. An akinete is a thick-walled spore in
the formation of which an entire vegetative cell, including the cell
wall, takes part.
Stigeoclonium. Stigeoclonium is a filamentous alga with a cushionlike
basal portion from which spring numerous rather sparingly branched erect
filaments (Fig. 491). The cells have many points hi common with those of
Ulothrix. Asexual reproduction is by means of zoospores which develop
from vegetative cells. Vegetative reproduction is also due to aplanospores
and akinetes. Sexual reproduction is by the fusion of biflagellate iso-